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MYP: Preparing for the Future
RFA DR

Kerry Winter ssgeosgask vU— vovs—

f

1 MYP

Sendai lkuei Gakuen in
partnership with Shukoh
Middle School was authorized
in March 2018 as the first
and only school to offer the
International Baccalaureate
Middle Years Programme (MYP)
in the Tohoku region. It joins a
community of 4871 IB schools
around the world which carry
the IB mission statement:
to develop inquiring and
compassionate young people
who “help to create a peaceful
world through intercultural
understanding and respect”
(International Baccalaureate
Organisation, 2017).

However, this mission is
not something new for Sendai
Ikuei Gakuen. Founded on the
ideal that the development of
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sincere, confident, determined
and responsible students
would contribute to a peaceful
world, the founding values
of Sendai lkuei Gakuen are
shared with the International
Baccalaureate: Sincerity,
respect, academic excellence,
cultivation of a healthy mind
and body, tolerance, service,
and responsibility.

The MYP is one of three
International Baccalaureate
programmes designed for
students aged 12-16, and is
a student-centered, inquiry-
based programme in which
students study 8 subjects,
culminating in a self-directed
Personal Project at the end
of the programme. The MYP
curriculum is based on key
concepts which are shared
across the 8 subjects, and
grounded in global contexts
which give all content
relevance.

5 benefits of MYP

1. Skills for the 21st
century

We are living in a rapidly
changing era, where more
information is available than
ever before - at the touch of
a finger. Where technology
and artificial intelligence (Al)
are developing so rapidly
that students are currently
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preparing for jobs which
do not yet exist. Where our
future depends on the solution
of unprecedented social,
economic and environmental
problems that we now face.

So, the skills that are needed
to succeed in the twenty-first
century are different to what
was needed in the past. We
need skills for life; not just
for university entrance. The
table below highlights the
most sought-after workplace
skills according to the National
Association of Colleges and
Employers (NACE) in 2016:
research skills, digital and
media literacy skills, critical and
creative thinking skills, problem
solving skills, communication
skills, and social skills.
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Leadership v—%—>v =7

Initiative #&i&iE

Ability to work in a team F—47—%
Communication skills aza2z=4—yz>z*L
Problem-solving skills @z m@Rz+)L
Strong work ethic @< 2 & e s 2 ESR%

Analytical/quantitative skills
Flexibility/adaptability z#i4

PFRFIL

80.1%
78.9%
70.2%
70.2%
68.9%
65.8%
62.7%
60.9%

Figure 1: The Attributes Employers Want to See on New College
Graduates’ Resumes ((NACE), 2016)
(BARAEBEDNKEHZEICE > TWTRLWEE X TWDHFE - 8877)
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2. International
Mindedness

In 2013 Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe announced
an initiative to develop
Global Human Resources
(gurobaru jinzai) (Abe, 2013).
In addition to developing
the aforementioned 21st
century skills, gurobaru jinzai
would exhibit international
mindedness - a respect and
tolerance of people with
differing ideas and beliefs,
empathy towards others
regardless of race or culture,
and a desire to contribute to
a more peaceful world. While
many of these attributes are
captured in Rikichi Katoh’s
founding principles, the IB
summarizes international
mindedness into ten attributes,
summarized in the IB Learner
Profile. As we endeavor to
embody these attributes as
a school community, we can
expand our mindsets which
will enrich our lives, and build
bridges of peace to other
cultures and countries.
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Figure 2: International Baccalaureate Learner Profile

3. Holistic Education

The MYP recognizes that
students learn in different
ways, and have unique abilities
and strengths. Traditionally
academic ability ( % 751 ) was
has been measured by written
tests, in which students were
required to recall information
taught to them. However, in
the MYP, students are given
the opportunity to learn
using different skills, and

(BZBEK)
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draw on their strengths to
demonstrate their learning.
This extends beyond written
tests to research-based work,
experiments, presentations,
posters, reports, compositions,
and practical performance. An
MYP education allows students
to learn in a deep and enduring
way, in which their uniqueness
is recognized.

4. Preparation for the
2020 Center Exam

The Ministry for Education,
Culture, Sports and
Technology Japan (MEXT)
has recently announced a
change to the Center Exam,
which is due to take effect
from 2020. This exam, too,
is an initiative to further
develop gurobaru jinzai in the
Japanese education system,
in recognition that critical
thinking and communication
are also imperative in assessing
students’ academic ability.
The implementation of MYP
at Sendai lkuei Gakuen was
strategic in order that the
first MYP graduates would be
prepared as the first cohort
of students to take the new
Center Exam in 2020.
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5. Service Learning

Renown Australian scholar
Sir John Monash famously
said, “Equip yourself for life,
not solely for your own benefit
but for the benefit of the whole
community” (0808 Ending
WWII, 2017). The MYP is an
outward-focused education.
There is a deliberate focus
in the MYP to apply what
you learn to real life. In what
way can you use what you
know to improve the world in
which you live? How can you
help the people in your life?
What implications does what
you learn have on how you
live? The MYP is grounded in
application - to your life, to
your community, to the world in
which we live, in an effort that
in some small way we would
better our world for the next
generation.
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MYP at Sendai lkuei

MYP at Ikuei offers students
unique opportunities. While
preserving the cultural
uniqueness of the Japanese
education system, students
have the opportunity to
participate in authentic cultura
exchanges, and expand their
mindsets to gain an intercultura
understanding and awareness.
Design students experience
computer programming and
robotics classes in senior
years. Students participate
in a number of service
learning activities including
Green School, attending the
Powerful Youth leadership
camp in Canada, engaging
with students from other
countries such as the Watoto
Children’s Choir from Uganda.
The MYP teaching staff is
also diverse and currently
consists of teachers from four
different countries. Above
all, MYP teachers, along with
the students, are committed
to professional develop and
to developing International
Mindedness themselves, in
order to better ourselves, and
better the world in which we
live.
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