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1. Approach to Accessibility and Special Education Needs

Sendai Ikuei Gakuen High School and Shukoh Middle School acknowledge and
support the International Baccalaureate (IB) philosophy of making IB programs accessible
to the broadest range of students that is possible. We recognize the academic rigor
offered by the IB programmes as well as their importance and value to our students and
community. We understand that it is our responsibility to minimize barriers to student
participation and nurture an inclusive learning environment. We value diversity of learners
and strive to develop a learning environment that is nurturing, healthy, and welcoming for
all learners.
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a. Application Process

As outlined in our school’s Admission Policy, the Diploma Programme (DP) at
Sendai lkuei Gakuen is located in the Foreign Language Course (FLC) and Shukoh
course, but all students belonging to other courses in the school can also apply for
admission to the DP. Admission takes into consideration students’ academic performance
and attitude during the trial period, a student essay on the purpose of entering the DP,
and a student interview. Before the annual application process, all courses will have an
information session about the DP. The school’s homepage has a section exclusively
designated for information for students and parents interested in the DP.

All interested students, including those with financial and special educational needs,
are encouraged to apply. Understanding that Sendai Ikuei Gakuen is currently the only
high school in northern Japan to offer the DP as of 2020, we will accept applications from
students throughout the prefecture and neighboring prefectures.
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b. Languages

As outlined in our school's Language Policy we recognize the need for the
continued development of students’ mother tongue. We are one of the first schools to
offer the Dual Language DP in Japan where the majority of courses will be conducted in
Japanese, including the core (EE, TOK, CAS) and up to four of the six subject groups,
along with the option of Japanese for both the IA and EA. For students whose mother
tongue is not Japanese, we are broadening our Group 1 language and literature subjects
to include other languages and provide provisions for self-study where feasible. Our
school employs several international teachers who are available for language support. All
IB teachers acknowledge that they are teachers of language, and are available outside
of class time for additional assistance when needed.

In the DP, subjects in Groups one to five are offered in both English and Japanese.
Group 6 subjects (Music and Visual Arts) are delivered entirely in English. In the MYP,
Design, and some Mathematics classes and are delivered entirely in English. The
language of instruction for all other subjects is Japanese.
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c. Special Education Needs

The IB Mission Statement is to “encourage students across the world to become active,
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people with their differences can
also be right” (International Baccalaureate Organization, 2020). Our teachers understand that this
mission is particularly important concerning the area of inclusive education and addressing
special education needs. The school provides staff and resources to address the learning support
requirements as outlined in the IB documents Candidates with assessment access requirements
and Handbook of procedures for the Diploma Programme:

The MYP curriculum is offered to, and able to be accessed by all students fairly and
indiscriminately, according to the IB philosophy. The school acknowledges and respects students’
diversity and differences in learning styles, and works to provide a positive and inclusive education
for all students, providing for the individual needs and capabilities of all students. All teachers
work cooperatively to this end.

The school recognises the following as conditions which require inclusive access support:

Diagnosed learning, language and communication disorders
Social, emotional and behavioral difficulties

Physical and/or sensory conditions

Medical conditions, including mental health issues

Gifted and talented students
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The school provides support through:

Facilities equipped with elevators and slopes for wheelchairs;

Trained health counselors on campus with open offices and regular hours
that can give referrals (students can also self refer);

> Bi-annual counselling sessions for DP students to support students’ wellbeing;

> Specialist medical professionals on-site;

> Systems to acquire authorization from the IB regarding inclusive assessment
arrangements, including modified papers, extensions and exemptions, the use of
calculators, practical assistance, access to additional time, and access to writing,
reading, speech and communication;

> Extra rooms and computers to accommodate inclusive assessment arrangements;

> Teachers with training and experience in adapting and differentiating instructional and

assessment methods to enhance learning for all students;
> Classes which value student collaboration to draw upon individual strengths and
develop their communication skills;
> Up-to-date information on students requiring learning support made available to staff
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that support the all students;

> Provision of extra-curricular Mathematics tutors for any student desiring additional

support.
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2. Policy review

This policy was initially written and developed in October of 2014. It is recognized that this
policy is a ‘living document’ and is to be verified by the DP Coordinator and Pedagogical
Leadership Team (PLT) with full support from school administration. The policy is to be evaluated
and reviewed on an annual basis by a steering committee that includes, but is not limited to, the
DP Coordinator and members of the PLT, before final approval by the Principal.
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