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1. Approach to Assessment

Teachers and staff at Sendai lkuei Gakuen and Shukoh Middle School highly value the
importance of assessment. The schools have implemented an assessment system which both
accomplishes the goals of the schools and develops the kinds of learners the IB aspires to foster.
The assessment system is developed to exist within a changing society, and to be constantly
refined and improved.

The IB assessment objectives of each subject aim to unify Japanese national assessment
criteria and IB assessment standards. While the school provides guidelines in regards to methods
of summative assessment, teachers are responsible for developing and providing formative
assessment structures with the purpose of gauging current learning progress as well as informing
subsequent pedagogical approaches.

Furthermore, they investigate the achievement of standards for each subject as well as
the national assessment standards, and devise how assessment can be used to have the most
effective influence on learners. All teachers consider the features, content, and expertise of their
subjects and develop a method for assessment accordingly.

Assessment is undertaken by every student. It is not a relative level of achievement from
within a group, rather it is undertaken as absolute criterion-based assessment in compliance with
the objectives. Having a strong understanding of the specific IB assessment criteria is of utmost
importance to teachers. Teachers clearly convey these criteria to the students from the beginning
and throughout the courses, with emphasis that the nature of assessment is criterion-referenced
rather than comparative or norm-referenced. Feedback is provided to students through both
summative assessment and formative assessment. Additionally, in respect to the diversity of
students, assessment is undertaken in a fair, unbiased, and objective manner.
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2. Assessment Implementation

The teachers have a thorough understanding of the IB philosophy and principles, the
national educational objectives, and the school's educational objectives, and plan teaching and
assessment in order to fulfil these objectives. Teachers regularly reflect on their teaching practices
and assessment outcomes, which inform their future teaching practice.

2-1. MYP Assessment Practice

2-1-1. Summative Assessment

Summative assessment is based on assessment standards, student goals,
provides quantitative evidence of the level of achievement, and provides a guide for how
to further enhance academic achievement. Summative assessment occurs in the following
ways:

(&) Timing and Method

Summative assessment is practiced through a variety of learning activities based
on subject content through paper-based tests, reports, presentations and performances
etc. Official reporting takes place at the end of each term, and final assessments take
place for each year level at the end of the academic year.

(b) Assessment standards and final subject grades
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Assessment for all subjects is based on the four MYP criteria (A-D) and one
additional criteria determined by the school (E). Criteria E is a national standard not
covered by the MYP A-D criteria, and was included to meet national requirements to
assess attitude and effort, and takes into consideration the development of ATL skills. Both
sets of criteria are in accordance with achievement goals and are absolute assessment.
Final grades for criteria A-D are formulated using a “best-fit” approach, in which teachers
use their professional judgement to award the grade which is the most suitable reflection
of the students’ current level of achievement. Teachers use students’ prior summative
assessment grades to do this.

Each criterion is assessed on a scale of 1-8. The grades for MYP criteria A-D are
established by a total of 32. Including the national criteria requirements, students receive
a grade out of a total of 40 for criteria A-E on their report each semester.

(c) Reports
Final reports will be published as follows:

IB Grading Scale

Grade 1-5 6-9 10-14 15-18 19-23 24-27 28-32
Boundaries
Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

School grades on a scale of 5 as prescribed by the national Course of Studies

MYP Grade 0-11 12-20 21-28 29-40
Boundaries
3 Criteria ABB,AAC,B
Gradex ACC,BCC,CCC ABC,BBC BB AAAAAB
Percentage 0-39 40-59 60-79 80-100
If confirmed 2
1-5 Grade If not confirmed 1 3 4 S

23 Criteria Grade is based on National Curriculum Assessment (Interests, Aspiration, Attitude)
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(d) Notification of Grades

Students and parents are notified in regards to grades twice per year. Mid-year grades are
published in October, and final grades are published in March. Grades are published on the
included attachment (P12).

2-1-2. Formative Assessment

Formative assessment is part of students’ everyday learning, and the target of all activities.
Teachers draw on their expertise to consider approaches, plan, and implement formative
assessment. Teachers support student learning through implementing formative assessment not
only through observation and questioning, but also through providing opportunities for discussion,
guestionnaires, daily journals (process journals) etc. Teachers approach assessment several
times in each unit, being mindful of the diversity of students.

Additionally, the school implements professional development for formative assessment
to support teachers. This takes place in MYP meetings and independent “Brush Up” workshops.
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2-2. DP Assessment Practice

Each DP subiject is assessed on a progress report for each semester by a score of 1-7
according to the DP evaluation criteria using “academic performance” and “engagement to
determine how well the students have achieved their goals. The grades are determined by
integrating classes, tests, assignment submissions, etc. in each semester. At the end of the
school year, IB standards 1-7 are converted to Sendai Ikuei Gakuen grades 1-5 for national
curriculum assessment requirements. DP subjects are set as school subjects, but Math (IB
mathematics), English B, History (1B world history), Biology (IB biology), Chemistry (1B chemistry),
Visual Arts (IB art), Music (IB music) are converted for each of the following subjects specified in
the guidelines of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology;

Math- Analysis and Approaches-Applications and Interpretation =» Math I

English B =Communication English I

History =»\World history A,B-Japanese history A,B

Biology= Basic biology

Chemistry = Basic Chemistry

Visual Arts = Art I

Music =Music I

Physics = Basic physics

All DP assessment is conducted in accordance with the IB standards and practices.
External exams are stored in a safe located in a secure room and access is regulated by the DP
Coordinator. If academic dishonesty is discovered in any circumstances, disciplinary action will
be conducted in accordance with the school’s DP academic integrity policy.

The school is committed to promoting the values of the IB mission statement and the
learner profile throughout our school community. Assessment of student performance within the
DP will be aligned to the formal IB assessment criteria as reflected in internal assessment (1A)
and external assessment (EA). Teachers, the DP coordinator, and senior administrators have a
strong understanding of these assessment criteria as outlined in individual course subject guides,
and I1B-based documents such as Diploma Programme Assessment: Principles and Practice and
Grade Descriptors.
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2-2-1. Formative and Summative Assessment

Sendai Ikuei Gakuen teachers fully understand and recognize that their assessment must
balance formative and summative assessment in addition to higher-order and fundamental
cognitive skills. Additionally, assessment will include links to TOK, international-mindedness and
the IB Learner Profile.

Prior to the DP, students are exposed to the elements of IB assessment in order to be
familiarized before entering the DP. At the beginning of the DP, IB teachers clearly convey the
assessment criteria of their subjects in their course outline. Teachers ensure that their
assessment practices adhere to the assessment policy, in addition to IB assessment practices.
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The outlines will be reviewed every year and revised as necessary. At regular intervals throughout
the two years, teachers will review the assessment criteria with the students.

Formative assessment will be conducted regularly but bears no weight on final 1B
assessment. Itis conducted to gather evidence on students’ current progress and to inform further
learning in order to help them to achieve their full potential. In this way, formative assessment is
necessary for enhancing the quality of student work that will be reflected in IA. Marks from
summative assessment will be used to assess student eligibility for class credit within the national
curriculum.

Internal Assessment is standardised within each subject. Internal school assessment
(progress report) will be conducted in all classes through a variety of learning activities aligning
with the regular school quarterly exam calendar. This assessment bears no weight in IA or EA
but serves to inform students and parents of their progress throughout the programme. Marks
from the quarterly assessment will be used to assess student eligibility for class credit within the
national curriculum.
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2-2-2. |IA scheduling and reporting of marks

Teachers communicate and collaborate with the DP Coordinator to create an IA
schedule that is fair and manageable for the students, thus reducing student stress load.
Teachers collaborate to create a shared assessment calendar. This calendar allows the DP
coordinator and Dean to ensure an equitable and balanced assessment schedule.

Teachers are responsible for reporting grades to the DP Coordinator and students will
receive quarterly progress reports. The DP Coordinator will be responsible for communicating
with teachers in regard to students’ predicted grades and relaying them to the IB, universities
and school college counsellors.
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2-2-3. Accommodations for diverse learners

To address the needs of diverse learners, different strategies in instruction and formative
assessment will be conducted. Accommodations are made for students with special
requirements for taking exams, as outlined in the school’'s Access and Inclusion Policy.

The DP Coordinator or Dean of the IB Programmes should be notified as soon as possible
regarding the need for accommodations.
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2-2-4. Extended Essay (EE)

The school has an Extended Essay Coordinator, guide, and calendar to ensure that
students have proper support and sufficient time to demonstrate consolidation of their learning
through the completion of the EE.
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2-2-5. Dissemination

This policy is made available to the school community on the school website. This policy
exists in written form in English and Japanese and will be translated into additional languages
for DP students and parents / guardians on a needs basis, as stipulated in the school’s
Language Policy. All DP policies are shared with all teachers who are expected to review and
understand the content and clarify any uncertainties with the 1B Coordinator=
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3. Structures to review assessment

Teachers are responsible for recording and maintaining assessment records and
submitting grades to the DP Coordinator. The DP Coordinator regularly holds staff meetings to
report on, and check on grading. Regular meetings are held where this information, along with
relevant updates of student information is shared with teachers, and amendments to curricular
plans are made. Members of subject groups also meet together to collaborate at IB Collaborative
Planning Meetings to develop curriculum and share resources and information.
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4. Assessment Policy Review Process
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This policy was initially written and developed in October of 2014. It is recognized that this policy
is a ‘living document’ and is to be verified by the DP Coordinator and Pedagogical Leadership
Team (PLT) with full support from school administration. The policy is to be evaluated and
reviewed on an annual basis by a steering committee that includes, but is not limited to, the DP
Coordinator and members of the PLT, before final approval by the Principal.
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