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1. Educational Objectives

Sendai lkuei Gakuen High School and Shukoh Middle School are committed to equipping
students with the knowledge and skills needed for the 21st century. Through offering the IB
programmes at Sendai lIkuei Gakuen, we aim to:

- Be sincere and confident global communicators
- Be responsible in our learning
- Beinnovative in addressing local and international issues in our community

We offer Dual Language IB programmes in English and Japanese, which are inquiry-
based, developing high-order cognitive skills that foster international mindedness.

Our school recognizes that the IB Dual Language Programmes provide meaningful
opportunities to enhance students’ language learning and while they are academically
challenging, there are also significant rewards. Through inquiry-based learning they can develop
and acquire the attributes in a lifelong learner that are listed in the IB Learner Profile. They can
also develop high-order cognitive skills, such as analysis, synthesis and communication. These
skills will help students greatly in their future course work and study by giving them the tools to
solve problems and explore situations as open-minded, critically-thinking individuals with an
international mindset.
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2. Language Profile

Sendai lkuei Gakuen High School and Shukoh Middle School are located in the city of
Sendai, the capital city of the Tohoku (northeast) region of Japan. The student population mirrors
the demographics of the city, consisting of almost entirely Japanese students, with approximately
5% of students coming from a non-Japanese background. This ratio is also true in the staff body.

The MYP is offered in Shukoh Middle School, which offers a six-year programme. The
intake of students in the first grade has historically been entirely Japanese, however some
students of Chinese, Korean and Indonesian backgrounds have recently been transferring to the
school in tenth and eleventh grades. These students are fully matriculated into the school and in
most cases live in the school dormitory. On arrival in Japan in their first year of studies they receive
six months of intensive Japanese study before transferring to a Japanese class to develop their
Japanese language skills. The following table outlines the subjects offered in which languages,
correct at the time of writing:

Figure 1: Subjects and languages offered in MYP

Language and Literature Japanese
Language Acquisition English

Individuals and Societies Japanese
Mathematics Japanese & English
Science Japanese

Physical and Health Japanese & English
Education

Design English

Arts Japanese

The DP is offered in the Foreign Language Course and Shukoh Course of Sendai lkuei
Gakuen High School. The percentage of students whose first language is not Japanese is much
more concentrated due to the nature of the courses, and is approximately 30%. Non-Japanese
students come from a variety of backgrounds including China, Korea, Indonesia, Uganda,
Malaysia,Vietnam, and Thailand. These students are fully matriculated into the school and in most
cases live in the school dormitory. On arrival in Japan in their first year of studies they receive six
months of intensive Japanese study before transferring to a Japanese class to develop their
Japanese language skills. The following table outlines the subjects offered in which languages,
correct at the time of writing:

Figure 2: Subjects and languages offered in DP
WEBEIER - HhEHETA SiE#
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Language A (HL)

Japanese, English

Language B (HL)

Japanese, English

World History (HL)

Japanese, English

Mathematics (SL)

Japanese, English

Chemistry (SL) Japanese

Biology (SL) Japanese, English
Music (SL/HL) English

Visual Arts (SL) English
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3. Language Philosophy

One of the school's educational goals is to raise global citizens and effective
communicators. We acknowledge the rich diversity of students’ language profiles and cultural
backgrounds, and endeavour to enhance international mindedness and cultural awareness
through the study of language. We believe in fostering a link between students’ study of language
and culture. Teachers nurture students to embrace lifelong learning, and model the same attitude

towards lifelong learning. Because we believe that language is a skill that is acquired and
improved throughout the curriculum, our school emphasizes the importance of oral, written, and
visual communication, in both acquiring new knowledge and in reaching out beyond Japan to
observe and interact with the world. Throughout the programmes, our goal is for students to
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become proficient communicators in both English and Japanese, while acknowledging the diverse
background of languages in each class.

Prior to entering the DP in the Foreign Language Course of Sendai Ikuei Gakuen, one of
the ways our school educates students to become multilingual is to require that they learn a
second foreign language from among Korean, Chinese, and Spanish in addition to studying
English. Our school provides a diverse environment which actively promotes multilingualism in
teaching and learning where students are exposed to students and faculty from a variety of
backgrounds and through enthusiastically encouraging study abroad opportunities.
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National Requirements

Sendai lkuei Gakuen High School and Shukoh Middle School’s IB programmes fulfill all
requirements of the Japanese national curriculum, including language requirements. As stipulated
by the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and Technology (MEXT), Japanese high
school students are required to take at least four units of general Japanese and at least three
units of English Communication, or a different foreign language. Japanese junior high school
students are required to take four units each of both general Japanese and a foreign language in

each of the three years, with the exception of third year, in which students are only required to
take three units of general Japanese. Additionally, MEXT requires all students undertaking the
Japanese DLDP to undertake a minimum of two subjects in English.

EERERE - HICHEBEFK  SiEHE
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5. English Language Scope and Sequence

Our schools are committed to equipping students with the knowledge and skills to succeed
as communicators in the 21st century. As such the schools have developed a scope and
sequence chart to outline language goals for our students, and provide internationally recognised
certification, which will be of great benefit as they prepare for university and the workforce. The
table below outlines the progression of English language development from junior high school
first grade (MYP 2) to the completion of senior high school third grade (DP 2).

Figure 3: English language scope and sequence

Eiken level 3 Eiken level Pre-2

Eiken level 4

Eiken level 2

TOEFL Primary 200+ TOEFL Junior Standard 745+ | TOEFL iBT
45+
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6. Language A and Promotion of Mother Tongue

Considering the language profile of the student body, the IB programmes are Dual
Language, providing all students the opportunity to develop their proficiency in both English and
Japanese language. In accordance with our value of all students’ diverse language profiles and
cultural backgrounds, we endeavour to provide Language A subjects in students’ mother tongues
where feasible. Where this is not feasible, students are encouraged to undertake subjects in their
strongest language.

Where possible language support is offered to students whose mother tongue is not
Japanese or English. This is offered through native or fluent Chinese, Korean, and Indonesian
speaking teachers to mentor and counsel students. While we endeavour to support and promote
the mother tongue, we also encourage studies of Japanese - the language of the host country,
which the international students initially came with the purpose of studying. Returnee students
are encouraged to undertake Language A studies with consideration of their future plans and how
this subject selection might be advantageous for them.

The current support system for students’ mother tongue includes supplementary lessons and
tutoring delivered by teachers who share the same mother tongue. These support sessions occur
before or after regular school hours. Students are also offered additional assignments such as
extra homework, and school break reading and report writing. Recommendations for online
resources and reading certain books and periodicals are also given. The library maintains a
collection of updated books that are diverse, current and engaging.

MYP offers Language and Literature in Japanese only. This is subject to change in the
future to cater to prospective students who are stronger in English, or to returnee students or
those who have achieved Language Acquisition phase 4 standards.

Diploma Programme students with a mother tongue other than Japanese may, upon
demonstrating a necessary level of English comprehension, take the English A: Language and
Literature course at the Higher Level. As the pool of Diploma Programme students expands and
the programme grows, the school intends to increase the Group 1 course offerings to include

Korean A, as well as expanded tutorial and staff support for other Language A self-study options.
WBHERELER - HePEREEFR SiE7e
Sendai Ikuei Gakuen / Shukoh Middle School IB Language Policy
7



6. Language A L BEFEDZIHE

IB 7077 NIT 2T NVT o= TITh TR, BARANEEDOL AL T X TOEREIZE

FEL HARGEOW T THROBS R L TN D, o AEBEOAEDSE e 7 7 AV EXL
m%%a%%ﬁbf\T%@@DAI%T%%A@ﬂﬂﬁ@%f%éiﬁ%%fméﬂ\%m
MARFRERGEIIRBAE L TLEHECORBRBEELZ#D TN D

HARGER W GE 2 FEERE & L2 WAEE~DOFIEY AR — M, *A4 7 ¢ 7 EIXHPERE, #EEE,
AV RRAVTREERDL LI THEICLD2BEESH Y ) I > TThvd, EHIC
REEREICL DA — Mz, BARGEOFE AR LT\ 51E0, FrIIRE LIz n T,
Bk Z L ZIZHE L C English A DJEEZ LR L T\ 5,

B, SEEFE OGS CEBIFEEIL, BT oAk LR CREREZETHAIC L - T,
BREORBRIZEML TND, ZOXEFEETIE, BRHMERETOTGRESCREEDOER L Vo 72 FF
BIFREE D FE i b Hr T 21370, MEMHEORBFEMTITHOIER bHER L T D, 20720,
FEOKER TR DO, DO EE DRI D TV 5,

FHPEHEFRITBIT L WP OF5E & L (Language and Literature) &, HAGE THf
SHD, FFRAICITEGEN R 2 e, REEE b OJRE 1 &, 55 (Language
Acquisition) DAH K — K4 % ERR LIZAE~ORISBIRETL TV 5D

HARE LU 2 REERE & 3D /DS E . FRE D ED DK ﬁowf%ﬁﬁéﬁﬁfﬁﬂﬁ\

PIZBITAEiEL % (Language and Literature) @ HL % English A & L COEED F[HE
%&

[FARIZ DP DAEREIT, JEFEDOBRENMER L-YUIZE L TV D &R bl :t\ B
A FREECE] OV (HL) 2ZHETE D, 41 DP )Eﬂ%ﬁyaxtmmw_ . TR[ERE A
Ao, OSHE A DEBEFT L arDFa— NI TAERL Yy THHE— rmrm%%mf
b5,

7. Language B and Other Languages

To increase international mindedness and to help students continue and deepen their
English language study, our school offers English as an additional language in both programmes,
as well as offering several other subjects taught by native English speakers to enhance language
proficiency.

EERERE - HICHEBEFK  SiEHE
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English Language Acquisition is offered in the MYP as the only additional language in the
programme. This is offered in a phase system, with all students currently beginning in phase one,
unless initial assessments indicate the student should begin in phase two or higher. Initial testing
on admission to the school is based on the four skills - reading, writing, listening, and speaking.
Students who demonstrate initial skills equivalent to Eiken level 4, and who are able to hold a
conversation demonstrating understanding and competence using and responding to 5W1H
guestions, daily activities, subjects, hobbies, numbers, and family members etc will begin in phase
2. Students who demonstrate initial skills equivalent to Eiken level 3, and conversations meeting
the requirements for the objectives of phase 2 will begin in phase 3. Students who receive an
overall mark of 24 or above (an average of 6 in each of the 4 assessment criteria), may progress
into the next phase. As the programme expands and students of higher English proficiency, or
whose native language is not Japanese enter the MYP, Shukoh Middle School and Sendai Ikuei
Gakuen High School intend to respond to such needs as appropriate by dividing classes
according to phases, and providing Japanese Language Acquisition after consultation and
assessment of the students’ needs.

DP students will be offered English B or Japanese B as appropriate at Higher Level in
Group 2 of the Diploma Programme. The school recognizes the potential to expand an already
existing school programme of Spanish, Chinese, and Korean foreign language study and intends,
as the program grows, to offer a wider range of Language B options.

Figure 4: MYP English Language Acquisition Phrase Progression

Entry Level

MYP 2

MYP 3

MYP 4 MYP 5

DP 1

DP 2

Beginner

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3 | Phase 4

English B

English B

Eiken Level 4.
Conversation:

demonstrate
understanding and
competency in using
5W1H guestions, daily
activities, subjects,
hobbies, numbers, and
family members etc.

Phase 2

Phase 3

Phase 4 | Phase5/
English
Language &
Literature

English B
/

English A

English B
/

English A

Eiken Level 3.
Conversation: Responds

appropriately to simple
short phrases and basic
information,
communicates ideas,
feelings, and information
effectively and in a

Phase 3

Phase 4

Phase 5 | Phase 6

English B
/

English
A

English B
/

English
A
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detailed way. Uses a
range of vocabulary and
grammatical structures

accurately
Eiken Pre-2 Phase 4 Phase 5 | TBA TBA
Eiken 2 Phase 5 TBA TBA TBA

Figure 5: MYP Language Acquisition Global Proficiency Table

MYP DP
Phase 1 Ab initio
Phase 2 Ab initio (in rare cases)

Language B SL

Phase 3 | Language B SL
Phase 4 Language B SL/HL
Phase 5 Language B SL/HL
Phase 5 Itis recommended the student hasat = Language A: literature SL

least one semester in MYP language

and literature before starting these
DP courses. Literature and performance SL

Language A: language and literature SL

Phase 6 Itis recommended the student hasat = Language A: literature SL/HL
least one semester in MYP language
and literature before starting these
DP courses. Literature and performance SL

Language A: language and literature SL/HL
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8. Admissions and Assessment Policy

As stipulated in our Admissions Policy some exceptions to the application timeline can be
made to accommodate students in certain circumstances such as transferring international
students or students undergoing issues with health or family.

All interested students, including those with financial and special educational needs, shall
be encouraged to apply with the necessary assessment access requirements outlined in our
school’s Accessibility and Special Education Needs Policy.

All incoming students to the IB programmes will be required to complete a language
profile. Accommodations for students requiring special language support will be made as
indicated within student language profiles. Students entering the MYP in Shukoh Middle School
will be required to take initial internal proficiency tests in Japanese and English to determine the
strengths and needs of each cohort, and if any students should begin in phase 2 of English
Language Acquisition in grade 1 (MYP 2).
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9. Accommodations for diverse learners

On applying to both programmes students undertake initial assessment and a language
profile designed to inform teachers of any student which might exceed or fail to meet expected
language requirements in either Japanese and English. Accommodations can be made for
diverse learners according to the schools’ Special Education Needs (SEN) policy.

MYP students whose initial assessment on entrance to the programme indicate their
Language Acquisition studies should commence at a phase higher than phase 1, and students
whose results indicate their English is stronger than Japanese, will undertake further oral and
written assessment to ascertain their level and provide Language Acquisition education
appropriate to their level.

Students applying to the DP who are not native Japanese and/or English speakers will be
required to indicate through test scores or internal assessment by relevant staff their exact
language skills in either English or Japanese, depending on which language they wish to elect as
their Group 1 Language. Non-native Japanese students are recommended to have passed JLPT
N2 prior to admission, and non-native English students are recommended to have passed Eiken
second grade before admission to the programme. Accommodations can be made for students
with special requirements for taking DP exams, as outlined in the school’'s Special Education
Needs (SEN) policy.
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10. Continuing Professional Development

Teachers across the programmes will be active participants in teaching language, both at the
native level and at the second language acquisition level in courses where participants do not
speak the language of instruction fluently. The school is developing a unified approach which
focuses on the command terms (where available) and subject specific vocabulary and
expressions in an effort for students to fully comprehend and be able to respond to the terms
effectively.

The administrators, coordinators, and IB teachers school staff incorporate professional
development into regular meetings. The IB coordinators ensure that staff take the necessary
official IB workshops and engage in training in regional network jobalikes, seminar participation,
and in-house professional development to further understand and carry out language teaching
practices in their classes.

Having various meetings is an integral part of making the plans and goals to improve the
students’ knowledge of language learning. Other professional development opportunities that
focus on differentiated instruction include, but are not limited to: curriculum review and
assessment moderation, scaffolding strategies for L2 learners, and conference participation post
mortems.
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11. Learning Support: Library and IT Services

Sendai Ikuei Gakuen and Shukoh Middle School support our community of learners by
facilitating the acquisition of information literacy skills and providing access to adequate learning
resources, research assistance, and guidance regarding academic writing and academic honesty.
The library and media center contains books, newspapers and magazines supporting our dual
language programmes through the variety of languages available. Databases containing printed
materials, scholarly articles, newspapers, and other research materials are available in both
English and Japanese. The schools’ academic honesty policy is made available to teachers,
students, and parents on the school homepage and an additional internal guide to referencing
and citation is in the process of being made available to further support students with academic
honesty and avoiding academic misconduct.

For students engaged in Language A self-study, additional materials and support will be
provided on a case-by-case basis.

School librarians and support from multilingual staff (Japanese / English, Chinese/ Japanese /
English, Korean/Japanese) will be available to assist students’ needs whether they schedule an
appointment or visit the library during scheduled school hours (Tagajo campus: Monday through
Friday 8:30—-18:00, Saturday 8:30-12:30, Miyagino campus: Monday through Friday 8:30-18:00,
Saturday 8:30-12:30).
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12. Parental Involvement

Sendai Ikuei Gakuen recognizes the importance of education continuing beyond the classroom,
and the vital role parents play in promoting this. Parents are encouraged to support language
learning in our community by maintaining students’ proficiency in their mother tongue, as well as
providing encouragement and support in the use of foreign language outside of school.

Sendai lkuei Gakuen will support parents by providing them with materials that explain our
language policies and available resources, initially in English and Japanese, and when possible,
the first languages used by foreign students participating in the programmes. These materials will
be posted to the IB section of our school's website, and when applicable distributed to parents

through paper copy. Easily accessible online materials will be made available for parents of

students living abroad alone. Where possible, information will be posted in a number of
languages.
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13. Communication of the Language Policy to the Community

The Sendai lkuei Gakuen student body, parents, and surrounding community will have access

to the School Language Policy online in both English and Japanese and eventually in Chinese
and Korean, as well.
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14. Language Policy Review Process

This policy was initially written and developed in October of 2014. It is recognized that this policy
is a ‘living document’ and is to be verified by the DP Coordinator and Pedagogical Leadership
WBHERELER - HePEREEFR SiE7e
Sendai Ikuei Gakuen / Shukoh Middle School IB Language Policy
16



Team (PLT) with full support from school administration. The policy is to be evaluated and
reviewed on an annual basis by a steering committee that includes, but is not limited to, the DP
Coordinator and members of the PLT, before final approval by the Principal.
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