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Out of all the universities that I could have chosen, the first reason I chose to study at Ritsumeikan Asia
Pacific University (APU) is that I want to be a diplomat in the future that works in a Japanese embassy around the
world, especially in Asian countries. As APU focuses its studies on Asian countries, it is a perfect place for me to
develop my particularly deep interest in many cultures and situations and the relations of Asian countries that I
think is important for me to take in. The second reason is because of its way of acquiring knowledge that allows
both international and domestic students to directly engage with each other. Presentations, discussions, writing
essays and research papers are considered to be the main method of studying, which I already have gotten used to
since my junior high school years back in Indonesia and further developed during my 2 years at the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP). The spacious environment both indoors and outdoors also in its dorm, AP
House, encourages students of different nationalities to have interactions that can lead to being open-minded to new
knowledge.

A famous philosopher called Socrates once said, “education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a vessel."
This was the quote I was searching for a very long time and have finally found it two months before my graduation. I
agree with this quote very much as information filling the planet earth is unlimited and the things we study at school
should not be the end of all knowledge. It should be the starting point for motivating students to try out new things
and to know new things from their own. Moving away from Indonesia, my three years studying in a new environment
and education curriculum in Sendai Ikuei High School gave me new experiences, new challenges, and new memories.

Firstly, as a returnee from Indonesia, I was not confident with my Japanese in both reading and writing. Those
two were something I knew I had to work hard in order to keep up with my friends and class. So, after returning
home from school, I would always restudy what I have learned that day and try to use new word thatl have
remembered in a conversation. I have also challenged myself into reading Japanese novels recommended by my
friends. Moreover, thanks to the Japanese traditional culture class during my first year, I was introduced to Japanese
traditional flower arrangements that piqued my interest in Japanese culture as a whole. This motivated me into
studying Japanese even harder so that [ can understand my own culture.

From my second year, I joined the IBDP and had my studies in English while also continuing to study Japanese
and practicing the flower arrangement at home. During the IBDP course, time management was something crucial to
control. It might sound exaggerating but it was almost a matter of chasing time or being chased by time. There are
many things to do that you will have to make sure to find a way to relieve the stresses you will receive from all the
works. I used CAS to make time for myself and balance my schoolwork and my free time.

Secondly, I made sure to get involved in many events especially through volunteering. Helping and getting
along with people I have or never met was something I love to do for a very long time. Through many events, I was
welcomed to many perspectives in society. It could be a new approach from a cultural or religious perspective, or a
problem recognized while the event, or even developing skills in socializing with people of different ages and critical
thinking skills by being observant of your surroundings. This kind of experience outside of school will be really
helpful later on during university and even in life after that. Involving yourself in these kinds of events where it
requires teamwork will also make you realize how little you know of the world you are living in.

That connects to my third point. During your studies at Sendai Ikuei High School or even throughout your
whole life, always stay eager in learning new things. After joining the IBDP, I was introduced to many knowledge that
made me more curious about anything that surrounds me. Research on social problems, having a discussion with
classmates about a certain topic, listening to stories from other people of different cultures, made me realize what I
know now is nothing compared to information flooding the earth. What I can stress out to you is to keep being open
to new knowledge and information, in and out of school.

Furthermore, whilst gaining many experiences I also made sure to keep in mind to maintain a high GPA to
receive my position to be recommended by school. Each university will have its GPA requirements for the students
to be recommended. What I can advise you is to keep your scores on every subject above 3 (out of 5) and take
one of the language proficiencies tests (either Japanese or English for international students or domestic students
respectively) during the second year because most universities require a certificate that is within two years after
receiving it to be submitted when you apply. Though I do not have a strong preference on which proficiency test
to take, especially English, I recommend taking TOEFL as you can use it for many applications such as future study
abroad an is admitted by many.

Studying is an important thing to do as a student but experiencing new things is also equally important to study.
I hope your three years of high school are filled with a lot of experiences and new knowledge that would help you in
the near future.
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My experience entering Hosei University was not the most difficult. Instead of an entrance examination, Hosei
University instead uses the process of a one-on-one interview. I was privileged enough to know several people who
also entered the same faculty of Global Interdisciplinary Studies (GIS) in Hosei University. Being well acquainted
with them, I was able to ask for their advice when entering the university. They did their best to advise me by telling
me the many possible questions that may come up during the interview. I listed those many questions to use for

reference when practicing for the interview.

My experience of being able to enter Hosei University was not my effort alone. I asked several different teachers
to assist me in practicing for the interview. By providing the list of possible questions and some general information
about the faculty I would like to enter, my teachers were able to simulate a situation similar to a real university
interview. As I had asked for the assistance of several different teachers, they were able to ask me a range of different
types of questions and give me different forms of feedback. These factors have given me the opportunity to be more
prepared for a wider range of questions that may have been asked during the real interview and to further improve

my way of answering the questions.

The assistance of others was able to help me greatly during my effort to enter Hosei University, but my years of
being part of the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) was the factor that I think had helped me
the most. The curriculum of the IBDP has enabled me to become comfortable speaking to or with an audience in an
academic and formal manner. In addition to that, through the two years of stress and piles of work, the experience
has allowed me to become aware of what I may or not be good at. This realization has helped me in answering the
questions that may be related to myself and to avoid my flaws when answering questions during the interview. One
of the many objectives of the IBDP is to develop students who are open-minded and aware of the issues in the world
surrounding them. After being part of the IBDP, I can say that it has most definitely enabled me to be more aware of

many issues in the world, which has greatly aided my in practicing for this interview.
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As an international student, my first year in the foreign language course was difficult. The first year was the
time that I was searching on all the universities that I would possibly go and I found out that most of the universities
require Japanese proficiency test N2 level in order to get in. During the first year, myJapanese level was way far from
N2. I just passed N5 before I came to Japan. Also, I would be joining International Baccalaureate Diploma Program
(IBDP) which I would be studying all classes in English from my second year so I knew that I would not have much

time to study Japanese. I had decided to try my best and managed to get N2 before I moved to IB program.

My second year was not as hard as my first year but I would say that it was very challenging as studying
English has not gone hand in hand with my historical pursuits because I just started to study English seriously once
I attended IB program. Choosing the right program is also very important. During the study of the International
Baccalaureate Diploma program, I have studied a wide range of subjects which has provided me with a breadth
of knowledge. International-mindedness is also encouraged in the International Baccalaureate Diploma program
which helps me to reflect on my perspectives, identities and cultures. IB program, therefore, provide students with
opportunities for sustained inquiry into a range of local and global issues and ideas which help me to prepare for my

future university.

I would say that motivation is the key to success. Surrounding yourself around supportive, motivating people
will push you to do better and work towards reaching your goal. Studying is important but I believe that you should
not take your teenage life or society away from yourself. You still need to break and have fun sometimes or else
you may be too stressed that you could not concentrate on your study. However, you have to make sure that you
would manage your time wisely. Also, for me, telling people about my goals, helped me to put a moderate amount of
pressure on myself in order to achieve them and made me stay motivated. I hope my experience would help you and

[ pray that you will move on to the future you are aiming for.
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